N

longford county
childcare committee

About Longford County Childcare Committee

The Longford County Childcare Committee was established in 2001 as part
of the National Childcare Strategy (2000). We are the first point of contact
for the public in applying for grant assistance under the National Childcare
Investment Programme.

We offer a wide variety of services locally including

+ advice on setting up a childcare business

+ childcare information sessions

« training courses for those considering a career in childcare

 advice and support on applying for a childcare funding

» Support to parent and toddler groups

» Support to childminders

We also offer services to parents, such as providing information on local
childcare facilities and information on parent networks.
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Checklist when choosing childcare

1. Does the childcare service have an open door policy - can you visit any
time?

2. Is the childcare service notified to the HSE?

3. Is it warm, clean, bright and well ventilated? Is it safe? — there should
be no obvious hazards, such as exposed sockets, wet floors,
dangerous objects within children’s reach etc.

4. Are there enough staff members to care for and supervise the
children?

5. Is there sufficient space for children and staff to move around freely?

6. Do the children look happy and relaxed? Is there good interaction
between the children and staff? Do the staff listen to the children, and
treat them with respect?

7. Ask about sleeping arrangements. Are there assigned cots / sheets /
sleeping mats? How are babies and toddlers supervised when
napping?

8. Have a look at the equipment and toys on offer. Are they age appropri
ate, clean and in good condition?
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